The Ethics
of Human Dignity
Source Sheet by Rabbi Teri Appleby

Text 1: Leviticus 19:18

:d«F̈d§i ip¦ £̀ LFnM̈
® L £rx§«¥l ¬Ÿa§ d«
© `¨ e§
Love your neighbor as yourself; I am Adonai.

Text 2: Rabbi Joachim Prinz, The March on Washington, 28 August 1963
In the realm of the spirit, our fathers taught us thousands of years
ago that when God created man, he created him as everybody's
neighbor. Neighbor is not a geographic term. It is a moral concept. It
means our collective responsibility for the preservation of man's
dignity and integrity.
***
Text 3: Rabbis Elliot N. Dorff and Daniel Nevins --Dignity: A Jewish
Perspective
“Dignity” in the Jewish tradition refers to the inherent worth that
each person has as someone created in the image of God. People have
this status regardless of gender, race, age, level of abilities or
disabilities, or even the morality of their actions and their treatment
of others because God has implanted this worth in them. The Jewish
tradition certainly distinguishes among groups of people--Jews and
non-Jews, men and women, children and adults, young and old--and
it has many rules and models to distinguish good from bad behavior,
ideal ways to interact with others from those that are less so or even
wrong and prohibited; but in the end, even those who commit capital
crimes must be punished for them in a way that preserves their
inherent value as a creature and reflection of God.
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***
Text 4: Eilu D’varim: Morning Liturgy, based on the Mishnah Pe’ah 1:1,
Babylonian Talmud, Shabbat 127a
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z©iëlE
§ ,dN̈M© zqp̈
© k§ d© e§ ,milFg
¦ xETaE
¦ ,mig¦ xF`
§ zqp̈
© k§ d© e§ ,zia¦ x©§ re§ zix£
¦ gW©
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.mN̈Mª
These are things that are limitless, of which a person enjoys the fruit
of the world, while the principal remains in the world to come.
They are:
honoring one’s father and mother,
engaging in deeds of compassion,
arriving early for study, morning and evening,
dealing graciously with guests,
visiting the sick,
providing for the wedding couple,
accompanying the dead for burial,
being devoted in prayer,
and making peace among people.
But the study of Torah encompasses them all.
***
Text 5: Deuteronomy 15:7-8
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If there is a needy person among you, one of your kin in any of your
settlements in the land that Adonai your God is giving you, do not harden
your heart and shut your hand against your needy kin. Rather, you must open
your hand and lend him sufficient to meet the need.
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Text 6: Deueronomy 24:10-11

:FhŸ« a£r hŸa¬ £r«©l Fzi¥
 AÎl ¤̀ `Ÿa¬ z̈Î`«Ÿl dn̈E`® n§ z`´©Xn© L £rx«¥a§ d¬¤XzÎi«
© M¦ i
hFa£
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«© uEgA© `i
:dv̈Eg« d©
When you make a loan of any sort to your neighbor, you must not
enter his house to seize his pledge. You must remain outside, while
the man to whom you made the loan brings the pledge out to you.
***
Text 7: Leviticus 19:14

:d«F̈d§i i¬p¦ £̀ Li¤dŸl¡`O«¥ z̈`¬¥xïe§ lŸ®Wk§ n¦ o¥Yz¦ `¬Ÿl x½E¥r¦ í¥pt¦§ le§ Wx½¥g¥ ĺ¥Nw© zÎ`«
§ Ÿl ci
You shall not insult the deaf, or place a stumbling block before the blind.

Text 8: Blessing upon seeing someone with a disability

zFix¦A§ d© d¤pẄn§ ,m¨lFrd̈ K¤ln«¤ Epi«dŸl¡
¥ ` ,i§i dŸ`© KExÄ
Praised are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of the universe, who
created different creatures/makes us different from each other.
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