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Text 1: Genesis 1:26-27

ִ֔קים ַֽנֲﬠֶ֥שׂה ָא ָ֛דם,)כו( ַו ֣יּ ֹאֶמר ֱא
ְבַּצְלֵ֖מנוּ ִכְּדמוֵּ֑תנוּ ְו ִי ְרדּ֩וּ ִבְדַ֨גת ַהָ֜יּם
וְּב֣ﬠוֹף ַהָשַּׁ֗מ ִים וַּבְבֵּהָמ֙ה וְּבָכל־ָהָ֔אֶרץ
(וְּבָכל־ָה ֶ֖רֶמשׂ ָֽהֹרֵ֥משׂ ַﬠל־ָה ָ ֽאֶרץ׃ )כז
 ִ֤קים ׀ ֶאת־ ָֽהָאָד֙ם ְבַּצְל֔מוֹ,ַו ִיְּב ָ ֨רא ֱא
 ִ֖קים ָבּ ָ֣רא ֹא֑תוֹ ָזָ֥כר וּ ְנֵקָ֖בה,ְבֶּ֥צֶלם ֱא
ָבּ ָ֥רא ֹא ָ ֽתם׃

(26) And God said, “Let us make
humanity in our image, after our likeness.
They shall rule the fish of the sea, the
birds of the sky, the cattle, the whole
earth, and all the creeping things that
creep on earth.” (27) And God created the
human in the Divine image, in the image
of God, God created him; male and
female God created them.

Text 2: Genesis 5:1-2

)א( ֶ֣זה ֵ֔סֶפר תּוְֹלֹ֖דת ָא ָ֑דם ְבּ ֗יוֹם ְבּ ֤ר ֹא
 ִ֖קים ָﬠָ֥שׂה,ִקי֙ם ָאָ֔דם ִבְּד֥מוּת ֱא,ֱא
Zֹאֽתוֹ׃ )ב( ָזָ֥כר וּ ְנֵקָ֖בה ְבָּרָ֑אם ַו ְיָ֣בֶר
ֹאָ֗תם ַו ִיְּק ָ֤רא ֶאת־ְשָׁמ֙ם ָאָ֔דם ְבּ ֖יוֹם
(ִה ָ ֽבּ ְר ָ ֽאם׃ )ס

(1) This is the record of Adam’s line.—
When God created the human, God made
him in the likeness of God; (2) male and
female God created them. And when they
were created, God blessed them and
called them Adam.—

Text 3: Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5

, ִנְבָרא ָאָדם ְיִחיִדיZְלִפיָכ... ()ה
, ֶשָׁכּל ַהְמַאֵבּד ֶנֶפשׁ ַאַחת,^ְלַלֶמְּד
ַמֲﬠֶלה ָﬠָליו ַהָכּתוּב ְכִּאלּוּ ִאֵבּד עוָֹלם
 ַמֲﬠֶלה, ְוָכל ַהְמַקֵיּם ֶנֶפשׁ ַאַחת.ָמֵלא
.ָﬠָליו ַהָכּתוּב ְכִּאלּוּ ִקֵיּם עוָֹלם ָמֵלא
 ֶשׁלּ ֹא י ֹאַמר,וִּמְפֵּני ְשׁלוֹם ַהְבּ ִריּוֹת
 ְוֶשׁלּ ֹא.^ָאָדם ַלֲחֵברוֹ ַאָבּא ָגדוֹל ֵמָאִבי

The court tells the witnesses: Therefore,
Adam the first man was created alone,
to teach you that with regard to anyone
who destroys one soul from the people,
the verse ascribes them blame as if they
destroyed an entire world, as Adam was
one person, from whom the population of
an entire world came forth. And
conversely, anyone who sustains one
soul from the people, the verse ascribes
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 ַה ְרֵבּה ָרֻשׁיּוֹת,ְיהוּ ִמי ִנין אוְֹמ ִרים
 וְּלַהִגּיד ְגֻּדָלּתוֹ ֶשׁל ַהָקּדוֹשׁ.ַבָּשָּׁמ ִים
 ֶשָׁאָדם טוֵֹבַﬠ ַכָּמּה ַמְטְבּעוֹת, הוּאZָבּרוּ
Z וֶּמֶל,ְבּחוָֹתם ֶאָחד ְוֻכָלּן דּוִֹמין ֶזה ָלֶזה
 הוּא ָטַבעZַמְלֵכי ַהְמָּלִכים ַהָקּדוֹשׁ ָבּרוּ
ָכּל ָאָדם ְבּחוָֹתמוֹ ֶשׁל ָאָדם ָה ִראשׁוֹן
Z ְלִפיָכ.ְוֵאין ֶאָחד ֵמֶהן דּוֶֹמה ַלֲחֵברוֹ
 ִבְּשִׁביִלי,ָכּל ֶאָחד ְוֶאָחד ַחָיּב לוַֹמר
....ִנְבָרא ָהעוָֹלם

them credit as if they sustained an
entire world. The mishnah cites another
reason Adam the first man was created
alone: And this was done due to the
importance of maintaining peace among
people, so that one person will not say
to another: My parent, i.e., progenitor,
is greater than your parent. And it was
also so that the heretics who believe in
multiple gods will not say: There are
many authorities in Heaven, and each
created a different person. And this
serves to tell of the greatness of the
Holy One of Blessing, as when a person
stamps several coins with one seal, they
are all similar to each other. But the
supreme Sovereign of Sovereigns, the
Holy One of Blessing, stamped all
people with the seal of Adam the first
human, as all of them are his offspring,
and not one of them is similar to
another. Therefore, since all humanity
descends from one person, each and
every person is obligated to say: The
world was created for me, as one person
can be the source of all humanity, and
recognize the significance of his actions.

Text 4: Bereishit Rabbah 24:7

)ז( ַרִבּי ַתּ ְנחוָּמא ְבֵּשׁם ַרִבּי ֶאְלָﬠָזר
ְוַרִבּי ְמַנֵחם ְבֵּשׁם ַרב ָאַמר ָכּל
 ַמאי,ָהֻאָמ ִניּוֹת ָאָדם ָה ִראשׁוֹן ְלָמָדם
 ְוָחָרִשׁים:( יא,ַטְﬠֵמיהּ )ישעיה מד
 ַרָבָּנן. ֵמָאָדם ָה ִראשׁוֹן,ֵהָמּה ֵמָאָדם
 ָאָדם,ָאְמ ִרין ֲאִפלּוּ ִס ְרגּוּלוֹ ֶשׁל ֵסֶפר
, ֶשֶׁנֱּאַמר )בראשית ה,ָה ִראשׁוֹן ְלָמדוֹ
 )בראשית. הוּא ְוִס ְרגּוּלוֹ, ֶזה ֵסֶפר:(א
 ָהָדא,ִקים ָאָדם, ְבּיוֹם ְבּר ֹא ֱא:( א,ה

(7) Rabbi Tanchuma said in the name of
Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Menachem in
the name of Rav said... Ben Azzai said:
“These are the generations of Adam" is a
great principle in the Torah. Rabbi Akiva
said: This is a great principle of the
Torah: "You shall love your neighbor as
yourself" (Lev. 19:18). Thus, one should
not say, “Since I am scorned, I should
scorn my fellow as well; since I have
been cursed, I will curse my fellow as
well.” Rabbi Tanchuma said, if you act
thus, realize who it is that you are willing
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ְמַס ְיָּﬠא ְלַהִהיא ְדָּאַמר ַרִבּי ֶאְלָﬠָזר ֶבּן
ֲﬠַז ְרָיה ָשׁלשׁ ְפָּלִאים ַנֲﬠשׂוּ ְבּאוֹתוֹ
 בּוֹ ַבּיּוֹם, בּוֹ ַבּיּוֹם ִנְב ְראוּ,ַהיּוֹם
 ֶבּן. בּוֹ ַבּיּוֹם הוִֹציאוּ תּוָֹלדוֹת,ִשְׁמשׁוּ
 ֶזה,ֲﬠַזאי אוֵֹמר ֶזה ֵסֶפר תּוְֹלֹדת ָאָדם
 ַרִבּי ֲﬠִקיָבא אוֵֹמר,ְכַּלל ָגּדוֹל ַבּתּוָֹרה
,^ ְוָאַהְבָתּ ְלֵרֲﬠ^ ָכּמוֹ:( יח,)ויקרא יט
 ֶשׁל ֹא ת ֹאַמר,ֶזה ְכַּלל ָגּדוֹל ַבּתּוָֹרה
,הוִֹאיל ְו ִנְתַבֵּזּיִתי ִיְתַבֶּזה ֲחֵב ִרי ִﬠִמּי
.הוִֹאיל ְו ִנְתַקַלְּלִתּי ִיְתַקֵלּל ֲחֵב ִרי ִﬠִמּי
ָאַמר ַרִבּי ַתּ ְנחוָּמא ִאם ָﬠִשׂיָת ֵכּן ַדּע
ִקים ָﬠָשׂה,ְלִמי ַאָתּה ְמַבֶזּה ִבְּדמוּת ֱא
.אוֹתוֹ

to have humiliated - "the one who was
made in the likeness of God." Rabbi
Tanchuma says, “If you do so, you
should know who are you scorning — ‘in
the likeness of God, God created him.’”

Text 5: Rabbi Deborah Waxman
Remarks at the 2016 LGBT Health Forum
The teaching that we are created in the image of God demands equal rights for all people.
Even more, it invites a liberatory embrace that works toward the wholeness, health, and
joy of each of God's creations. As an expressly religious teaching, this approach situates
each and every individual within the community of other human beings. Jewishly, this
approach values the individual, yet Judaism isn't a religion of individual confession or
existence. One cannot be Jewish alone. To fulfill the most central acts of our religion and
culture--to pray essential prayers, to marry, to mourn, we must come together in
community. Collectivity is also a central way we understand ourselves. So the assertion
of this text, that every individual is created in the image of God, is also a charge to the
community to make space for all these distinctive individuals. In asserting the holiness of
each life, there is an insistence that the community nourish each of these lives. If to be
human is to know ourselves most deeply in relationship--with each other and with the
Source of all Creation--then our communal organizations must accommodate this
diversity and celebrate the image of the divine--not in our sameness but in our
distinctiveness, including--even because of--our queerness. Being our full, whole, healthy
selves--this is God's will and this is a blessing.
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Text 6: Rabbi Lawrence Troster
“Created in the Image of God:
Humanity and Divinity in the Age of Environmentalism”
The Hebrew term for "image" (tzelem) has a cognate word in Old Akkadian and Old
Babylonian that throws significant light upon the original nuance of the term used in
Genesis. The cognate word (tzalmu) can mean a statue, a bodily shape, a figurine, or a
relief drawing. The term sometimes refers to a statue or an image of the king, which is
placed in a captured city or elsewhere in the kingdom as an extension of the king's
presence and the king's law. In other words, it is as if the king were present wherever the
king's tzalmu is placed. The king rules wherever his tzalmu stands. Seen in this light,
humanity is the tzalmu of God. Wherever humans are, the presence of God is reflected.
This cannot be said of any other creature. Indeed, the command to multiply and spread
over the earth is none other than a desire to spread the presence of God and to actualize
God's power throughout creation, rather than a desire for mere numerical increase. It is as
if God could not function in the world without humanity…this is certainly in accord with
the Rabbinic idea of human beings as “partners of God in the work of Creation…"

Text 7: Rabbi David Freidenreich
A Prayer for Human Rights
Our God and God of our ancestors, do we not all share one parent? Did not one God
create us all? And you have bestowed your dignity upon flesh and blood! It is well known
and obvious in Your sight that whoever can protest against wrongdoing in this world and
does not protest is held accountable for what happens in the world. May it be Your will,
therefore, that we act to protect human rights and human dignity. Help us to perceive the
Divine Presence in every one of your creations, so that we may find favor and good will
in the eyes of God and one another.
Barukh Atah Adonay, our God, ruler of time and space, who fashioned the first human
being in the divine image and endowed every descendant with human rights —for one
who disgraces another person brings disgrace to the likeness of God.
Barukh Atah Adonay, creator of humanity and human rights.
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